
of th e base t o move o ut of th e co unty when the bas e cease d 

o p e rati o n s . Reac tiv at ion in 1956 of Seymour-Joh n so n Air F o r ce 

Base cause d a l a rg e inmigr a ti o n o f n ew p eo p l e into th e count) 

This, co upled with a l a r ge natura l in c r ease , was r es ponsib l e 

f o r th e 27 . 7 p erce nt in c r ease in t o t a l population fo r 1960 . 

Education 

The e ducational attainment of Wayne County's citizens is 

of vital importance t o its futur e eco nomi c growth and d e ve l op 

me nt. The l eve l o f e du ca ti o n is th e mos t important charac

t e risti c when related t o an individu a l's ea rnings. The better 

educa t e d p eo pl e ca n and do comma nd higher wages . In r e turn, 

em pl oye rs ex p ec t to r ece iv e high e r p e rforma nc e lev e ls a nd in

c re ase d pr od u c ti o n. Jobs f o r th e uneducated and un s kill e d 

l a b o r e rs a re decreasing throughout the State, while th e d e mand 

for sk ill e d, a nd La a l esser d eg r ee , th e semi-skilled l abo r 

has in c r ease d rapidly . This tr e nd will n o t d ec r ease but should 

in c r ease in the r emai ning years o f this ce ntur y . 

Tab l e 5 gives the numb er a nd p e r ce nt of school yea rs com 

pl e t ed f or a ll p e r so ns 25 years a nd over in 1960 as wel l as 

th e median sc h oo l yea r s com pl e t e d . The most e n co ucaging 

as p ec t s of this t a ble are th a t th e total numb e r o f p eo pl e 

with n o years o f du ca t i on co mpleted in Way n e Co unt y has d e 

c r eased more rapidly than th e S t a t e av rage. Whil e 2 . 5 p e r

cent of all p eo pl e in Way n e Cou nty h ave n o t co mpleted a ny 

schoo l years , 3. I p ercent of Lh e StaLe's Lo tal p o p u l a ti o n ha ~ 

com pl el~d no school years . In 1 950 Lh e State f a ir ed much 

better th1n Wayne rounLy when only 3 . 7 p e r ce nt com par e d WIth 

5 . b percenL, had comple t ed no school yea r s . 

This table al~o shows thaL the number of p eo pl e in Way n e 

County who have compleLed from Lo 4 years o f co ll ege i s 

inLr,'a"in~ slightly . In 195() the wh It e p eo pl e in thi s 

c " l l' g () r y <.. 0 m p r i 5 e d I 4 . 8 per c (> n L 0 f th e t o t a I 'oJ hit e p a p u 1 a t i 0 I' . 

By 1960, this pcrcentage had risen o nl y t o 1 5 . 8 p e r ce nt. By 

L (1 n t r I S L. t It (' n <l n oJ h i L C'S wit h ;1 Lie ,I 5 L (l n e y (' a r 0 fLO lie g e 
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